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during the period just analysed, from 1904 to the formation of the Balkan League and to the famous coup d'Agadir, seem, however, to mark a partial and temporary success df German policy. Nothing is more curious than the way the harmonious working of the Triple Entente was for a long time endangered by the friction which the domestic problems of its several members generated. What M. Andre Tardieu accurately described in 1910 and 1911 as " Anglo-Franco-Russian ataxy " found therein one of its main causes. Of the three partners to this pact, France, in spite of the crises of rebellion among her civil servants, has perhaps of late suffered the least embarrassment. More than either England or Russia she has been at liberty to seek to adjust her own private interests to the vital common interests of the Triple Entente. Her friends were for some years less free than she to play their part according to the rules of the game. After the death of King Edward the very foundations of British Society and of England's Imperial greatness were jeopardized, and they remained in peril, as will be seen,1 until the defeat of Canadian reciprocity with the United States. England's absorption in her own grave private matters resulted in the dangerous indifference and irresolution (as if she had eaten curare and all her motor nerves were paralysed) which, for many months prior to Agadir, caused her to withhold from France all but the most spasmodic assistance. And what the Temps said of the Entente Cordiale, that its members had " pratiqu6 parallelement, dans la solidarite des sentiments, et 1'incoherence des actes, la politique du laisser faire," might, with even greater force, have been applied to the relations between France and Russia, until M. Poincare, at the head of a really '' national " ministry, decided to substitute for the policy of laisser aller a policy of strenuous and concerted action.2 Ever since the
1  See pp. 175-191.
2  The first executive act of M. Poincare, as President of the Republic, was the appointment (Feb. 20, 1913) of M. Delcass6 as Am-